Changing Perspectives in History (Part 1)
Recap and brainstorming

What is history? (Take notes on the following vid678e0)
Are all events of the past the subject matter of history? Class

discussion

Clueless?

Is historical narrative predominantly objective
or more like a narrative that is agreed upon?
(Write down your reflection in the TOK journal)

Can the problems of the present be solved
by better understanding the past?
(Watch this video and take notes)



https://youtu.be/hLE-5ElGlPM
https://youtu.be/9N8hsXQapjY
https://historicalthinking.ca/historical-significance

Interpretation of Historical Facts

Each individual knower belong to several Like you historians belong to communities of
communities of knowers, which will in turn influence ~ knower, which might have consequences on the
way, they analyse and view facts of the past.
This phenomenon is known as BIAS.

It is possible to mitigate BIAS by confronting
different historical perspectives.

how he or she sees the world.

Is historical knowledge
predominantly objective or more like
a narrative which is agreed on?



Taking different voices into account while producing knowledge

) .. . e Do you think that a one-sided story
H Istory Vs. Viadimir ACt'WtU : walch may be better than considering

L enin - Alex Gendler LR AV R AVl several perspectives?
reflectupon 4

Want to know more about changing Or could different perspectives

perspectives in History, select a topic you change our understanding of the

like ranging from Cleopatra to Che Guevara

past?

Tmmg;.



https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo-booth/the-photo-book-that-captured-how-the-soviet-regime-made-the-truth-disappear
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N8hsXQapjY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9N8hsXQapjY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJicmE8fK0Ehj95_A5aaOvfzkKTrt3G3W
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vladimir-Lenin

Activity 1 : What is colonialism?

Read this article from the National Geographic or watch this TED Talk

Write down an answer to the following questions in your
TOK journal.
This brings us to an important question related to the ways Is this an actual portrait

that the different communities of knowers to which we Christopher Columbus
belong can have an impact on what we know: ‘How does the
way that we identify with historical knowledge shape our
perspective?’

Have you ever thought that you may be living in someone
else’s territory? How do the historians of your homeland
depict the foundation of your country?

Do you think that it is important to reflect on how your
perspective could be influenced by the historical knowledge
you have been taught and to be open to putting the latter
under scrutiny?


https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/colonialism/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/topics/reference/colonialism/
https://www.ted.com/talks/nikki_sanchez_decolonization_is_for_everyone
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY71l__KbAY

Activity 2 : The eyes of Gutete Emerita

Observe carefully the following online exhibition

Write down an answer to the following questions in your TOK
journal.

The Chilean artist, Alfredo Jaar, displayed these and other
works regarding the Rwandan genocide in his series ‘The
Rwanda Project (1994—-2000)'".

To understand the conie
in which these pictures
were taken

Alfredo Jaar
1956----

Reflect on the following issues:

e Can the arts help us understand historical events in a
broader sense?

o To what extent is the collaboration in interdisciplinary
projects between the arts and history a boost for
historical memory?

Rwandan Genocide - HISTORY



https://alfredojaar.net/projects/1996/the-rwanda-project/the-eyes-of-gutete-emerita/
https://art21.org/read/alfredo-jaar-the-rwanda-project/
https://www.history.com/topics/africa/rwandan-genocide
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fc4aa.org%2F2018%2F03%2Falfredo-jaar&psig=AOvVaw3HlTiEk-tp3VL1pPtLq2M_&ust=1611295863164000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAMQjB1qFwoTCJi63YGvrO4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.history.com/topics/africa/rwandan-genocide

Key concepts

the study of the writing of history and of written histories. Read an
example of this science in the context of Cold War

: Merriam-Webster defines presentism as ‘an attitude toward the past
dominated by present-day attitudes and experiences’. In our studying of how historical
knowledge is produced, we can say that interpreting past events with perspectives of the
present implies risks. For example, we may judge actions with a different moral compass
than the one that was prevalent in the past.

Colonialism: the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another
country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically.

: the deliberate killing of a large number of people from a particular nation or
ethnic group with the aim of destroying that nation or group.


https://alphahistory.com/coldwar/cold-war-historiography/
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Meel Cristobal
Colombo in the flesh~.
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