
You are at Green Park 
station. 

You need to get to Liverpool 
Street. 

In your TOK journal, write 
three possible ways you 
could get there. Try to find 
the shortest and the longest 
possible route. 



Mapping knowledge
Lesson resources adapted from 

www.tokresource.org 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.flickr.com/photos/24736216@N07/6515917871&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793726954762397&usg=AOvVaw21_gURK1ZwH9nOIRPoq5Za
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.tokresource.org&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793726955389284&usg=AOvVaw1mUzeZSNsQTI4g-ASUbG1K


Today’s task - Step 1

Look at the London Underground 
map and the street map. 

Identify all of the London 
Underground stations on the street 
map. 



Today’s task - Step 2

Look again at the London 
Underground map. 

Connect the stations on the street 
map, respecting the way they are 
connected on the actual London 
Underground map. 

What do you notice? Why is this?





Which is the correct map?
What is the purpose of each map?



Maps are a simplification of the real world... 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/224813/response/560395/attach/3/London%2520Connections%2520Map.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793726958584913&usg=AOvVaw2q2L_UZXpsYX0OMFWC_lGt


In groups….
Find 5 maps that you find interesting and answer the following questions:

1. Who produced the map?
2. What is the map for?
3. What do you need to know to be able to use the map?



Based on today’s discussions...

What conclusions can we draw about maps?



Maps are...
● Maps are simplified representations of reality
● Maps depend on their purpose – different purposes, different maps. There is 

no map that serves all purposes
● Maps employ mapping conventions
● Maps are selective – they only show salient features
● What is considered to be a feature of the world depends on the map
● Maps are technically false 
● Maps are useful because they are false - because they are simplifications
● Maps are correct when they enable us to do what we want to do – pragmatic 

conditions for their success
● Maps present a point of view
● Maps embed values 



If maps are...

Then knowledge is…..



Areas of knowledge
Mathematics

Natural Sciences

Human Sciences

The Arts

History

Ethics

Religious knowledge systems

Indigenous knowledge systems



Knowledge framework
● scope, motivation and applications

● specific terminology and concepts

● methods used to produce knowledge

● key historical developments

● interaction with personal knowledge.


